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Guideline 1: Attitude
Always be prepared to change whatever you have been taught or you have
believed when it goes contrary to the Bible.
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to communicate the importance of coming to
the Word of God with an open mind.


God asked Solomon what he would have God give him.
Solomon asked for wisdom. What would you ask for?

Introduction
This is the first guideline of Bible study because it is the most
important. God is not going to force anything on anyone. If you
approach the Bible with a closed mind or a mind already made up, then
God will not speak to you through His word.
Everyday there are people who go to the Bible to ‘prove’ their own actions,
beliefs, and/or traditions. You can go to the Bible and prove many heresies (false doctrines).
Here are a few listed:
1. You are cleansed of your sins through baptism
2. You should baptize dead people
3. Black people are a cursed race
4. You can ‘lose’ your salvation
5. Polygamy is fine
The key to remaining pure in your doctrine (set of beliefs) is to keep your mind open to what
God says in His word.
This first guideline is the first among many upon which this study will focus. This guideline, and
all the rest, will help to provide a framework within which to read and to study God’s word. You
can liken these guidelines to the corners and edges of a puzzle.
When people begin piecing together a puzzle, the corner and sidepieces generally are sought
out first. These ‘edge’ pieces help to provide a context within which all the other pieces are to
be fit together. In addition, the ‘lid’ must be ever present during the ‘fitting’ process. The lid is
the big picture. One would have an extremely difficult time putting the puzzle together without
the big picture.
The guidelines are the edges and the big picture is “A King and His Kingdom.” Remember
these two things when putting together the pieces of the Bible.
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Guideline 1: “Attitude”
Answer the following questions or discuss the following statements in subgroups.
1. Have you ever been taught or found out about something that was opposite what you had
thought? What was your initial reaction? Was it easy to admit you were wrong?
2. Proverbs 22:17: What must you do BEFORE you hear the wise words of God? Bow down
thine ear
3. 1Jo 4:13:
If you are saved, then where does the Holy Spirit reside? Inside of us
John 16:13 What will the Holy Spirit do according to this verse? Guide you into all truth
John 14:26 What else will the Holy Spirit do? Bring all things to remembrance
The Holy Spirit will do this…ONLY IF YOU ALLOW HIM TO!!!
4. Read Proverbs 1:24-33, answer the following questions, and find out what happens to
someone who comes to God’s word, but ignores it.
 v25
What did they do with God’s word? Ignored
 v26
What will be God’s response? Laugh and mock at their calamity
 v29
What was their attitude towards God’s word? Hated it
 v31
Whose way and devices will they partake of? Their own
 v33
How can we live in safety and be at ease? Listen and hearken unto God's
word
5. An idol is something in our life that takes the place of God. An idol can be anything from
another god to something simple, such as shopping. Other examples that could be
considered idols (alcohol, television, a certain set of beliefs contrary to God’s word, etc.)
Read Ezekiel 14:1-4 and see how God answers those who come to the Lord with idols in
their lives. (This may be preserved in certain versions only.) How does God answer them?
According to their own idols
6. Read 2Thessalonians 2:8-12. What does God do to those who choose not to listen and to
accept God’s truth? Send strong delusion so that they might believe a lie!
7. Read 1Kings 22 and answer the following questions:
* Which King had his mind made up to take Ramoth Gilead? King of Israel
* Did this King want to hear God’s word? What verse makes this clear?
No, 1Kings 22:8
* What was Micaiah’s first prophecy to the King? "Go and prosper for the Lord shall
deliver it into thy hands (v.15)"
* What was the King’s response to Micaiah’s first prophecy? "C'mon, tell me the truth,
Micaiah!"
* What was Micaiah’s second prophecy to the King? "Israel is scattered without a
shepherd - no master (v.17)"
* What was the King’s response to this prophecy? "Told you so, Micaiah never
prophesies good toward me"
* What did God do to convince the King to go to battle? Allowed a lying spirit to go
forth and to convince the king he would be victorious
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Why do you suppose God did what He did? The King of Israel came to the Word of
God with his mind already made up.
In your own words, state the principle you can derive from this event in the Bible.
Never go to the Word of God with your mind already made up. God might just give
you the answer YOU are looking for, but not the answer He wants to give you!

It is difficult to not come to the Bible with preconceived ideas at times. Nonetheless, if you want
God to bless you with His truth, then you must be ready to accept Him all the way. There are so
many people in the world today who try to discredit God’s word. You must make a choice
between man or God. I’ve taken Romans 3:4 to heart: “…yea, let God be true, but every
man a liar;”
Every time you pray, pray for your will to be meshed with God’s. Pray for our desires to be one
and our minds to be open to God’s truth.

NOTES
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Guideline 2: Context
Every word, verse, chapter, and book must be placed within its proper context.

Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see the importance of
establishing context.

Verse

Word

Introduction
This is not a difficult guideline to understand. It can be,
however, a difficult guideline to use when it comes to
the Bible. Why? Many people do not know enough
about the Bible to determine context. There are other
guidelines that will help one to determine context, and
these will be studied later. The two things on which this
lesson will focus are the importance of context and the
‘big picture.’

Context
Chapter

Book

Lesson
I.

The Importance of Context
A.

It is a fact. Today, God’s truth is removed from its context and is misplaced
1.

2Peter 3:15-16

2.

‘Wrest’ means to distory, to pervert, to turn from the truth.

3.

Some individuals wrest the scriptures ignorantly, some deceitfully. But no matter
why it is done, God’s truth is violated and misplaced.

B.

False teaching results from misplaced truth.
1.

Admittedly, there are some false teachings (heresies) that are out and out lies.
These are obvious.
a)

Purgatory

b)

Human Sacrifice

c)

Holy Suicide
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Most false teachings are truths misplaced.
a)

Baptism regeneration - e.g., The act of baptism is how an individual is washed
clean and becomes a child of God.

b)

Tongues - Speaking in an unknown language uncontrollably.

c)

Signs and wonders

d)

Animal Sacrifices

These teachings are part of God’s word, and at some point of time, part of God’s plan.
However, they are taken out of the context within which God placed them, and put
somewhere else.
C. Every book, chapter, and verse in the Bible has a specific doctrinal context - it must be
preserved.
1.

‘Doctrine’ - A specific teaching, a set of instructions, a set of beliefs that forms your
faith.

2.

If the context is not preserved, then the doctrine, or teaching, could be violated and
no longer preserved.

3.

4.

Secular Examples
a)

Bill of Rights

b)

Benefit packages/Union contracts between different companies (GM/FORD)

c)

Coupons

(1) Good only at a certain location
(2) Good only for a certain product
(3) Good only for a certain time period (expiration date)
Biblical Examples (obvious)
a)
b)
c)

Old Testament Commands for sacrifice were valid for a certain people during a
certain time period
Adam and Eve's instructions not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Instructions and teaching on punishment in the Old Testament

These were all instructions/teachings/doctrines given to certain individuals within a
given context. If these teachings are removed from their context and placed
elsewhere, then the teaching is no longer valid
d)

One more Biblical Example
Do you understand the context of the gospels? Heb 9:15-17 Old Testament
Context…New Testament does not begin until Jesus is risen from the dead!

Context is very important…ask any politician!
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The Big Picture
It is tough to establish any context without backing up and grasping the ‘big picture.' A
thorough study of God’s plan, past, present, and future, would take months; however, a
brief overview can do wonders when approaching the Bible.
A.

It always has been God’s intent to have a group of created beings CHOOSE to worship
and to serve Him in all of eternity. God establishes an ‘economy’ and chooses a
steward to oversee the economy.

The steward is responsible for maintaining the

economy according to God’s ‘rules.’

An ‘economy’ ends when the steward fails

(usually in a large sin). This can be seen all throughout history.
1.

Eternity Past (God begins His plan)

2.

Angels (Fall of Lucifer)

3.

Adam and Eve in the Garden (Sin of Adam and Eve)

4.

Adam and Eve not in the Garden (Whole earth in sin)

5.

Noah (Tower at Babel)

6.

Abraham (Egypt, Sodom and Gomorrah)

7.

The Law (Israel crucifies Christ)

8.

Grace—Church Age (Not holding true to God’s Word, the Bible)

9.

Tribulation (Judgment on Mankind’s sin, Turning of Israel’s heart, Satan Bound)

10. Millennium (Satan is loosed for last revolt, Death and Hell cast into the lake of fire)
11. Eternity Future (God completes His plan)
B.

Study Chart “Generic Time Line in God’s Eyes…The BIG Picture!”
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Guideline 3: Who
The Bible was written to three types of people The Jew, the Gentile, and the Church of God.
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see how the Bible
defines the three types of people to whom God has
written his Word and to learn how to find out to whom a
letter is written.

Introduction
This is one of the most important guidelines one can
learn when studying God’s Word. In God’s eyes, there
are Jews, Gentiles, and the Church. NO ONE ELSE!
Why is this important? It helps one to determine the
doctrinal context.
Understanding for whom a letter is intended helps to understand the context within which to
interpret the letter. Sounds simple enough and it is! By using the timeline and reading a few
verses, one should be able to go anywhere in the Bible and determine to whom specifically God
is speaking.

Lesson
I.

2Timothy 3:16-17
All the Bible is written for you; however, not all the Bible is written to you.

II.

But does the Bible really define only three types of people?
A.

B.

1Corinthians 10:32-33 defines the three types
1.

Jews

2.

Gentiles

3.

Church

John 1:10-12
1.

“He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not…” Gentiles

2.

“He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” Jews

3.

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God…” Church
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1Corinthians 12:13
1.

We are all baptized into one body.

2.

Jews and Gentiles all receive the one Spirit and become part of one big
family, the Church.

D.

Galatians 3:27-29
1.

Once a Jew or Gentile becomes part of the Church, he loses his identity
with respect to mankind and puts on his new identity, which is Christ.

2.

Therefore, there is neither Jew nor Gentile in the Church, just children of
God, or all inclusively, the Church.

III.

The Jews
A.

Their History
1.

Genesis 12:1-3 God called Abraham (Abram) to be the father of a new
nation.
a)

This calling occurred BC 1936, roughly 430 years after the Flood.

b)

An unconditional promise was given to Abraham to make a great
nation to be born out of him.

c)

The same promise was passed on to his son, Isaac (Gen 26:1-4)
and his grandson, Jacob (Gen 28:10-15).

d)

Jacob is later named Israel (Gen 35:10) and has 12 sons which
become the 12 tribes of Israel.

Leah

2.

(1) Reuben

(7) Gad

(2) Simeon

(8) Asher

(3) Levi

(9) Dan

(4) Judah

(10) Naphtali

(5) Issachar

(11) Joseph

(6) Zebulun

(12) Benjamin

Leah’s
Handmaid
Rachel’s
Handmaid
Rachel

Genesis 40-50 Joseph is positioned by God in Egypt to preserve Israel
through a famine.

3.

Moses led Israel out of Egypt; an event called the great Exodus

4.

God led Israel to the Promised Land but the nation grumbled and refused
to enter. God caused them to wander in the wilderness for 40 years.

5.

At the end of 40 years, Joshua leads Israel into the Promised Land and
took possession.
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Israel grew tired of being guided and ruled by a King they could not see;
so they asked for a king like all the other nations. (1Samual) So God
gave them Saul to be their King.

7.

After Saul came King David, then King Solomon.

8.

The first temple was built during the reign of Solomon.

9.

Israel reached its pinnacle during the reign of King Solomon.

10.

After King Solomon’s death in BC 975, the Kingdom of Israel divided into
two portions:
a)

Solomon’s son, Rehoboam ruled over two Tribes, Judah and
Benjamin. These tribes were called Judah and were carried
captive to Babylon in BC 606.

b)

Jeroboam ruled over the remaining ten Tribes. These tribes were
called Israel and were carried captive to Assyria in BC 721.

c)

Jerusalem (were the temple was) was destroyed in BC 587 by
Nebuchadnezzar.

d)

This is the beginning of Gentile domination over the Jews called,
the Times of the Gentiles. (Luke 21:24)

11.

Though they were allowed to return to their land to rebuild the temple
(Nehemiah) in BC 536, the Jews never were able to come out from under
Gentile domination.

12.

Jesus is born and presented as King of the Jews, but Israel rejected and
crucified Him.

13.

In AD 70 the Roman armies came, Jerusalem and the Temple were
destroyed by Titus and the Jews were scattered among the nations of the
earth.

14.

Never in history has any nation ever been preserved more than the Jews.
Through all the persecutions, inquisitions, and the holocaust, there still
exists today a remnant of the Nation of Israel.

B.

Their Present
1.

Though still scattered throughout all the nations, in AD 1948, the Jews
were recognized formally as a nation, once again. Many Jews flocked
back to their home, Jerusalem.

2.

Today, though, they do not recognize the laws and sacrifices as they
once did because there is no temple in which to perform such acts.
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It has, however, been documented that the Jews are in the process of
rebuilding the temple, at which time the observance of the Old Testament
law will be reinstated.

C.

Their Future (based upon prophecies of the Old and New Testaments)
1.

Romans 11:1-2
God is not finished with His people.

2.

Jeremiah 30:10-11
The Lord promises Israel that though they will be scattered, He will not
wipe them out completely.

3.

Amos 9:14-15
The Lord promises He will put them back into their land and shall never
root them out again. (Some say this happened in Nehemiah but they were rooted out
and scattered after Nehemiah)

4.

Isaiah 11:11
God speaks of a second time when He will recover His people and place
them back into their land. (1948)

5.

Luke 21:24
Even today, the Jews are not completely out from under Gentile
domination. This will not happen until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled. This will begin an event known as the Tribulation and will last for
seven years.

6.

Ezekiel 20:34-38, 22:19-22; Malachi 3:1-3, Zechariah 13:9
During the Tribulation, God will pour out his wrath (judgement, fury) on
Israel to judge and to refine His chosen people and on the rest of the
world to judge sin.

7.

Ezekiel 36:24-27
During the Tribulation, God will put a new heart and a new Spirit in Israel
so that they will walk in his statutes and keep his judgments.

8.

Jeremiah 31:31-34
After the Tribulation, God will make a new covenant with Israel and will
forgive and remember no more their sin.

9.

Jesus will then come down (2nd Coming) and take His position as the King
of the Jews for 1,000 years. This is called the Millennium.
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During the Millennium, temple worship and sacrifice is reinstated and
people come to the temple to worship and to sacrifice to their King.

11.

Revelation 20:7-15
At the end of the 1,000 year reign, Satan will be loosed from his prison
and there will be one final revolt between evil and good. Christ will win
and everything that is evil, including death, will be cast into the lake of
fire.

12.

Israel will now be the physical beings that have chosen to worship and to
serve God for all of eternity on the ‘New Earth’.

IV.

The Gentiles
A.

Their History
1.

Deuteronomy 7:6
The Jews are an Holy people and God has chosen them to be a special
people unto Himself, above all people on the face of the Earth.

2.

Everyone who is not a Jew is a Gentile. What else can be said. Anyone
not coming from the seed of Abraham is a Gentile.

3.

Gentiles, in the Old Testament, were the heathen. They were the ones
who served and worshipped gods other than the God of Israel.

4.

All throughout the O.T., as God was trying to bring His chosen people to
the Promised Land, the wrath of God fell upon the Gentiles who were
sinners to the core.

5.

Romans 11:11
Had it not been for Israel’s rejection of God, salvation may never have
come to the Gentiles.

6.

God used Israel to bring judgment on the Gentiles because of sin and
God used the Gentiles to bring judgment on Israel for their disobedience.

7.

Gentiles could become proselyte Jews by observing the statutes and
commands given to Israel by God. (E.g. circumcision, sacrifice, etc.)

B.

Their Present
1.

The only change from the past to today is that today Gentiles have
dominion over the Jews, while in the past, Israel brought God’s judgment
to the Gentiles.

2.
C.

You are a Gentile if you are not a Jew and are not a child of God.

Their Future
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The times of the Gentiles will come to an end when the last person to get
saved gets saved. This will initiate the beginning of the 7-year
Tribulation.

2.

During the Tribulation, God will again look at nations as opposed to
individuals, just as He did in the Old Testament.

3.

2Thessalonians 2:11-12
The Gentiles who were presented the gospel of Christ prior to the
Tribulation, but rejected God’s truth will be given a LIE to believe so that
they might be damned to hell.

4.

The rest of the Gentiles will be part of nations that will be judged
according to their attitude towards the Nation of Israel.

5.

Matthew 25:31-46
a)

The sheep nations will be on God’s right and the goat nations will
be on God’s left.

b)

The sheep nations are the nations who favor Israel during the
Tribulation, while the goat nations are the nations who did not.

c)

God will allow the sheep nations to enter into the Millennium; but
will send the goat nations to hell.

6.

During the Millennium, all nations are to observe the statutes established
by the Lord Jesus Christ.

7.

Revelation 20:7-15
When Satan is loosed at the end of the Millenium, he will solicit armies
from all the nations of the earth to do battle with the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords. This battle will end in the total annihilation of all evil beings
on this earth. So will end sin; and so will begin Eternity Future.

V.

The Church
A.

It’s History
1.

The word 'Church' comes from the Greek word “ecclesia” which means
an assembly.

2.

The word ‘church’ is used to describe an assembly in various places.
a)

Matthew 18:15-17

b)

Acts 7:37-39
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Acts 19:29-41
The Greek word ‘ecclesia’ is used 3 times within this passage, but is not
translated as ‘church.’

4.

a)

v32

Assembly

b)

v39

Assembly

c)

v41

Assembly

Ephesians 3:1-11
The Church was a mystery made known unto Paul in Ephesians but was
kept hid from the Old Testament patriarchs and prophets.

5.

Colossians 1:16-18
Christ is the head of the Church. He was the first born from the dead.
This means that the Church of ‘believers in Christ’ began officially at the
resurrection of Christ. If one were to do a word study on ‘church’ one
would find out that it occurs nowhere in the Old Testament and 77 times
in the New Testament; 74 times after Acts 2:47.

6.

The Church is not a kingdom, but instead, it has been likened unto the
following terms:
a)

House of God

1Timothy 3:15

b)

Temple of God

1Corinthians 3:16-17

c)

Body of Christ 1Corinthians 12:27-31

d)

Body

Ephesians 1:22; 4:14; Colossians 1:18

7.

The Church is the Body of Christ and Christ is the head.

8.

People always should remember that the Church is not a building.

9.

Since the Church is a Body made up of living members then the Church
is not an organization but an organism. And since Christ shall live forever
(Revelation 1:18) so shall the Church.

10.

John 1:12
How does one become a member of the Church? By receiving Christ.

11.

1Corinthians 12:13
Jews and Gentiles alike are all Baptized into one body, the Church.

B.

It’s Present
1.

The mission of the Church has been and always will be to show Christ to
the world and to preach the gospel of Christ to every human being. (Mark
16:15)
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Romans 1:16
Paul says that the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believes. To the Jews first and then to the Gentiles.

3.

2Cor 5:17-20. We’ve been given the ministry of reconciliation by using
the word of reconciliation, which is the Bible.

4.

You can’t govern morality. Just look at Israel all throughout the Old
Testament. Any (every) law will be broken.

5.

It is the Church's responsibility to change individual lives not society.
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It’s Future
THE CHURCH HAS A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST
1.

2Corinthians 11:2
The Church will be married to Christ as a virgin. Thus, not only is the
Church the body of Christ, but also, it will be the bride of Christ.

2.

Ephesians 5:25-27
God illustrates that the Church and Christ have the same type of
relationship as that of a husband and wife. God uses physical things to
teach us spiritual truths.

3.

1Corinthians 15:45-47
There are two Adams spoken of in scripture. The first Adam was the
Adam of Genesis. The second Adam is Christ.

4.

Genesis 2:23
Remember when God brought Eve to Adam? God caused a deep sleep
to fall upon Adam, took a rib from Adam’s side and formed Eve. Adam
says to God about Eve that she is bone of his bones and flesh of his
flesh.

5.

Ephesians 5:29-30
God says the same thing about Christ and the Church. We are members
of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. (That’s called comparing
scripture with scripture, another guideline we will learn about later!)

6.

Ephesians 5:31-33
All throughout this passage in Ephesians, God goes back between a
husband and wife and Christ and the Church. And then finally reveals the
mystery that the Church will be the bride of Christ (v32).
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WHEN WILL THE CHURCH BE MARRIED TO CHRIST???
Well, this has been a big debate amongst scholars for years and years.
7.

(Reference the Timeline provided)
Remember, the purpose of the ‘7-year Tribulation’ is to turn the Nation of
Israel back to God. Actually, Israel is God's wife! (Isaiah 54:5, Jeremiah
31:32). However, because Israel committed adultery by serving other
gods, God divorced Israel (Jeremiah 3:8) and turned his attention to
finding a bride for his Son, Jesus Christ.

8.

Having said this, it ought to be clear that the Tribulation is NOT for the
Church. So, does the Church go through the Tribulation period?

9.

1Thessalonians 5:1-9
Verse 9 states that God has not appointed us (Christians, the Church) to
experience His wrath.

(The word ‘wrath’ is used over and over in the Bible to describe God’s

actions during the Tribulation - yet another guideline we will learn later!)

10.

1Thessalonians 1:9-10
The same promise is made here.

11.

2Thessalonians 2:1-12
Also proves the Church is not to go through the Tribulation.

HOW WILL THE MARRIAGE HAPPEN??
12.

1Thessalonians 4:16-17
Christ will descend from heaven and the Church will be raptured, or
‘caught up’ into the air to meet our Lord!!

13.

Some people confuse the rapture with the 2nd coming.
2nd Coming

Rapture
Before the Tribulation
Christ does not come all the way to the
Earth
Christ comes as the Church’s Groom
Church is caught up in the air to meet
Him spiritually and to live with Him in
Heaven
Satan is loosed to wreak havoc on Earth
Christ takes part in the Marriage of the
Lamb and Judgment seat of Christ

14.

At the end of the Tribulation
Christ comes down to the Earth
Christ comes as the King of the Jews
Israel enters into the Millennium to
serve and to worship Him physically on
Earth
Satan is bound for a 1,000 years
Christ sets up His throne on Earth in
New Jerusalem as Israel’s King

2Corinthians 5:10
Every Christian must appear before the Judgement seat of Christ.
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1Corinthians 3:11-13
Every man’s work shall be tried by fire to determine of what sort or type of
work was done. It won’t be what you did but why you did it.

16.

Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus speaks of the Marriage supper of the Lamb prophetically in this
parable.

17.

Revelation 19:7-9
The marriage is consummated and the Church will rule with Christ
spiritually throughout all of eternity.

VI.

How do we determine to whom what book of the Bible is written
historically?
A.

Reference the Timeline provided

B.

Read the Scripture (James, Ephesians, Revelation)

C.

Who was the author of the book? This can help to determine for whom the book
is written historically.
1.

Romans 11:13 - Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles

2.

Galatians 2:6-7 - Peter was the apostle to the Jews.
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Guideline 4: Divide
The Bible has proper divisions, and you must understand these divisions
in order to understand the message correctly.
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see
the importance of and how to divide
God’s word correctly.

CANYOUREADTHIS

Introduction

Can You Read This

This guideline, along with the ‘Who’
guideline will help one to determine
the context of any passage. The
base text for this guideline is 2Timothy 2:15. This principle of ‘division’ is somewhat of a
controversial issue since there are people who take it to the extreme. For example, there are
those out there who believe that the New Testament is the only portion of the Bible that has any
relevancy today. The Old Testament is there, but it is not for us. This philosophy contradicts
2Timothy 2:15.
It is obvious that there must be divisions in the Bible. God is the same yesterday, today, and
forever, but He deals differently with people at different times. Look at the following examples in
scripture:
1. Adam and Eve - Their only rule was to not eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil
2. Israel - All those blood sacrifices and atonement offerings
3. Christians - No physical works for salvation, simply faith in Jesus Christ, the ultimate
sacrifice.
4. etc., etc.
However, just like anything else, if you divide it too far, you start to lose context and God’s word
becomes fragmented. You must always maintain the integrity of the big picture.
This lesson will focus on how to divide God’s word into reasonable divisions.
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Lesson
1.

Heresy is not an out and out lie in most cases; it is truth misplaced. Most everyone will
not believe an outright lie; but surround the falsehood with truth ,and then you birth a
heresy. Look at the following examples:
a.

If one was told to eat cheese and crackers to receive forgiveness of sins, they
would laugh, knowing that it was a lie.
However, if one was told they needed to be baptized in order to receive
forgiveness of sins, then they might believe it.

b.

If one was told they had to stand on their head and yell hallelujah 10x in order to
receive the Holy spirit, they would know it was not true
However, if one was told they had to speak in tongues in order to receive the
Holy Spirit, then they might believe it.

2.

There are truths in the Bible that can be likened to laws and regulations that used to be
true in America.
a.

Slavery used to be legal, but it isn’t anymore.

b.

Speed limts change all the time.

c.

The laws governing taxes, marriages, etc. all are changing constantly. Usually
the laws change for a specific reason. God’s truths all have the same common
thread: To bring those living during that time closer to Him.

3.

It becomes a difficult, not to mention controversial, task teaching doctrine based upon
the Bible since many are unaware or have a limited understanding of what went on 2000
years ago. Many rely upon someone else to do the reading, studying and interpreting of
scripture. This is when heresy is most likely to be born. Sometimes out of ignorance,
sometimes out of deviousness.
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Thus the importance of understanding a few basic concepts about the Bible. 2Timothy
2:15 instructs us to rightly divide God’s word. In other words, understand there are
divisions, or time periods, where God deals differently with groups of people, but always
toward the same goal: Establishing holy communion between us and Him. These
divisions, or time periods, sometimes are called “dispensaions”.
a.

Heb 1:1 - God spoke at different times and in various manners to the prophets (the
Old Testament term for preacher). Sometimes God spoke in dreams, in visions, in
person (or as close to ‘in person’ as you can get as in the case of ‘Moses’), or
handwriting.

5.

Dispensationalism. The term 'dispensation’ has been the source of such controversy that
new revisions of Bibles have removed the term altogether. Replacing it with terms that are
more general. There are only four occurrences of the ‘English’ word dispensation in the
Bible:
a.
b.
c.
d.

1Corinthians 9:17 (KJV) “For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if
against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.”
Eph 1:10 (KJV) “That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on
earth; even in him:”
Eph 3:2 (KJV) “If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is
given me to you-ward.”
Col 1:25 (KJV) “Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of
God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God.”

However, there are three other occurrences of the same ‘Greek’ word OIKONOMIA.
e.

Luke 16:2-4 (KJV), “And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this
of thee? Give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.
Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? For my lord taketh away
from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed. I am resolved what
to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their
houses.

A dispensation, is characterized by a time period in which God has given stewardship to a
particular 'steward' to carry out God’s instructions for that time period, or dispensation.
(Review “The Big Picture” hand out and page 6 of the guidelines.)
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1Co 15:23-28 provides the following insight to these different time periods:
i)

“Every man in his own order” - Not everyone goes in the same way or in the
same order

ii)

An end to all rule, authority, and power. (Romans 12 - God gives authority
to the governments of man…there will come a time when God takes that
authority away; thus, another time period, or division, in God’s plan.)

iii)

Jesus will be put under God’s authority in the very end..!

g.

2Pe 3:13-14 - Someday there will be a New Heaven and a New Earth.

h.

The point? God works differently during various times in order to accomplish the
prime objective:
To establish a group of created beings who will CHOOSE to serve and to
worship Him in all of eternity.

i.

With the ground work laid, I propose the following dispensations:
Dispensation of

From

To

# Years

1. The Fall of Satan and Creation of Earth

Gen 1:1

Gen 2:7

?

2. Man in the Garden

Gen 2:7

Gen 3:6

1

3. Adam

Gen 3:6

Flood

1656

4. Noah

Flood

Babel

426

5. Abraham

Gen 11

Exo 19,20

430

6. The law (Mosaic)

Exo 20

Luk 16:16

1519

7. Transitional Dispensation

Luk 16:16

Acts 7:8

40

8. Grace

Acts 7:8

Rapture

?????

9. Tribulation

Rapture

2nd Coming

7

10. The Millennium

Millennium

11. Eternity Future
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Now that you’ve learned some guidelines, let’s begin to apply these guidelines to various
portions of scripture.

Guidelines to Date:
1.
2.

Attitude - Always approach the Bible with an open heart.
Context - Establish the context before attempting to interpret scripture
a.
Who - The Bible is written to three groups of people
b.
Divide - You must keep scripture within the proper divisions in order to
understand the message correctly

Practice
1.

Matthew 12:31 - This is a familiar passage dealing with the concept of “The
Unforgivable Sin”, also called “Blasphemy”. Take the following approach before trying to
interpret the scripture.
a.

Forget about what you’ve been taught to believe about blasphemy.

b.

Who was Jesus talking to? Jewish individuals - Pharisees

c.

What had just happened that caused Christ to make such a statement? (Read
the scripture before and after the specific verse - the whole chapter if necessary.)
The Pharisees attributed Jesus' miracle to the work of Satan

d.
2.

Where does the portion of scripture fall within the time line? (O.T. or N.T.)

Acts 2:38 - This passage is used by many denominations to teach that baptism is an act
that washes away our sins, thus, an act of salvation.
a.

Forget about what you’ve been taught to believe about baptism.

b.

Who was Peter talking to? A representative group of Israel - All Jews

c.

What had just happened that caused Peter to make such a statement?
The Jewish individuals there realized they had just crucified their Messiah and
they wanted to know what to do about it.

d.

Where does the portion of scripture fall within the time line? (O.T. or N.T. in
effect?) Transition period between the O.T. and N.T.
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Exodus 31:15 - This passage is used many times to preach that we are not supposed to
work on Sunday.
a.

Forget about what you’ve been taught to believe about the Sabbath.

b.

Who was this law given to? O.T. Jews

c.

Where does the portion of scripture fall within the time line? (O.T. or N.T. in
effect?) The Old Testament (10 Commandments Deut. 5)

4.

Malachi 3:8-10 - This passage is used to preach the ‘Health and Wealth’ Gospel. In
other words, if you give, then God will bless you beyond all imagination.
a.

Forget about what you’ve been taught to believe about ‘giving.’ (1Co 9:7 is for us)

b.

Who was this promise given to? Old Testament Jew

c.

Where does the portion of scripture fall within the time line? (O.T. or N.T. in
effect?) The Old Testament

5.

Romans 14:21-23 - Here is a passage many legalistic churches enforce upon their
membership.
a.

Forget about what you’ve been taught to believe about what you should and
shouldn’t do as a Christian.

b.

Who was this principle given to? The Church

c.

Where does the portion of scripture fall within the time line? (O.T. or N.T. in
effect?) New Testament

d.

How does this govern a Christian’s behavior? The Christian should be aware of
less mature Christians and should not do anything to hamper their growth or to
cause them to question their faith. This verse should not promote legalism nor
should it impede the freedom we have in Christ.

Having done these ‘practice’ questions, it may seem like there is no use for scripture not written
to us when, in fact, ALL scripture is for us, though it is not necessarily written to us. We just
need to figure out how to apply scripture when it is not written to us explicitly.
Now that you’ve had some practice at determining the context (to whom it was written during
what division), one should ask, “How does it apply to me?” This questions establishes the need
for the next principle.
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Guideline 5: Three Applications
All Scripture has Three Basic Applications:
Historical, Inspirational, and Doctrinal (Prophetical).
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to begin to learn how
to apply scripture on various levels, once the context
has been determined.

Introduction
This is a guideline that helps one to begin learning
how to apply scripture. God has given us a book that
Historical Inspirational
contains exactly what He wanted us to have in order
DOCTRINAL
to develop us into profitable servants. All scripture
doesn’t have to apply to me doctrinally; it does, however, apply doctrinally, or prophetically, to
someone (the Jew, Gentile, or Church). In reality, all scripture can be applied in three ways:
Historically, Doctrinally, and Inspirationally.
The fact that the Bible is a compilation of actual letters written by Holy men of God in the past; and
the fact that the Bible is accurate historically defines for us our historical application. In other
words, what the Bible said happened, actually happened.
2Timothy 3:16 states that ALL scripture is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and
for instruction in righteousness. This gives us our doctrinal and inspirational applications.

Lesson
1.

Other Biblical evidence that ALL scripture is profitable:
a)

2Timothy 3:16 - All scripture is profitable…

b)

1Corinthians 10:1-6,11 - The old testament has been recorded to provide an
example from which to learn what and what not to do, what and what doesn’t
please God, what God hates and loves, etc.

c)

Romans 15:4 (KJV), “For whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope.”
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Ecclesiastes 1:9; 3:15 - You think you can do something new? Forget it! It’s
already been done. The Bible contains all the principles of life we need for
yesterday, today, tomorrow, and forever.

2.

Historical Application
a)

There is not much to applying the historical account. The important thing to
remember is that the events mentioned within scripture, unless God clearly states
otherwise, actually took place.

b)

The problem is not understanding history, but instead, believing it!

c)

History seems to be ever-changing, though it should be static or fixed. This pattern
will continue as long as scientists, archeologists, and whoever continue to refuse to
allow the Bible to define HIStory, as opposed to science trying to disprove the Bible.

d)

It seems the only thing man learns from history is that man never learns anything
from history.

3.

Inspirational Application
a)

This seems to be everyone’s favorite application. Everyone loves to go to the Bible
and to pull out inspirational applications.

b)

This application will teach us more about God and what He likes and dislikes,
helping one to live a more righteous (2Timothy 3:16, “…instruction in
righteousness.”) and fulfilling life.

c)

The Bible is more than just inspiration. A steady diet of inspiration only will leave a
Christian malnourished.

d)

What’s the big problem? One danger in dealing with only the inspirational
application is that one begins to teach the inspirational as doctrine.

e)
4.

Another is that a believer must be founded in the doctrine of the Christian faith, too.

Doctrinal (Prophetic) Application
a)

A critical, yet most abused, application is the doctrinal application. When applied
incorrectly, it leads to heresy, bickering, splits, etc. (Possibly why many religions shy
away from teaching the doctrinal application.) However, a balanced diet of Doctrine
leads to authority and surety in one’s walk with God.

b)

Many find this application the most challenging. However, once the context is
determined, the doctrinal application is applied with ease.
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This application of scripture usually applies directly to an individual or nation. It
defines how God is dealing with, or will deal with, that particular person or nation on
various fronts such as salvation and sanctification.

d)

Example:
Eph 2:8 explains that salvation is by grace through faith. This doctrine, accepted
by most Christian religions, is consistent with he dispensation of Grace. It applies
only to indviduals, not nations.
The dispensation of the law, however, was given to the Nation of Israel; and,
commands them to sacrifice animals, among other things, to obtain atonement for
their sins. This doctrine is a national doctrine that applies only to Israel only during
that division, or time period.

5.

A few examples of these applications of scripture: (note: God’s word is so full of depth and
riches that inspirational applications are limitless, however, doctrinal applications are
defined by comparing scripture with scripture – the next guideline of Bible study.)
a)

Example of Cain and Abel i)

Historical: the events described in Genesis happened exactly as stated.

ii)

Doctrinal/Prophetic: This event pictures the spiritual warfare occurring
between God and Satan. The line of Abel was to be the line that would
bring the Redeemer. Satan has always moved against God's plan to
prevent that from happening and used the line of Cain to try to thwart God’s
plan. It is a prophetic picture of this struggle until the end of times.

iii)

Inspirational: Pictures a saved man who brings the correct and acceptable
sacrifice to the altar versus a lost man who brings his own works to the altar
and whose sacrifice is not accepted by God.
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Example of the Book of Job i)

Historical: the events described in Job happened exactly as stated.

ii)

Doctrinal: Israel in the tribulation period.
a)

Job's suffering covered a period of seven days.
The tribulation will last seven years.

b)

The great tribulation for the Jews lasts forty-two months.
Job has forty-two chapters.

c)

Job is persecuted by Satan.
So is Israel in the tribulation.

d)

Job is rewarded double in the end.
So is Israel at the end of the tribulation.

e)
iii)
c)

There are many other proofs for this, but that is another study.

Inspirational: Why do the righteous suffer?

Example of Noah’s Ark
i)

Historical: the event occurred as described in God's word.

ii)

Doctrinal: the ark pictures the Ark of the Covenant. As Israel carried the
Ark of the Covenant through the wilderness for forty years, just like the flood
(40 days and nights), it was a source of power and preservation of Israel,
just as the ark was to Noah.

iii)

Inspirational or devotional: the ark pictures the person Jesus Christ and
whoever accepts Christ as their Lord and Saviour, enters the ark and can
rely on Christ, the ark, to help him get through the trials of life, the flood.
One could approach this passage with this focus and bring out inspirational
applications aimed at helping one enrich their understanding of salvation
and how to live a life more pleasing to God.

It takes practice and a few more guidelines to pull each application out. However, never forget
the three applications. Each application has a message that helps us ingest God’s Word more
fully and to develop each and everyone one of us into healthy, spirit-filled servants of God.
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Guideline 6:
Compare Scripture
The Bible is not to be interpreted privately. God interprets it. (2Pe 1:20)
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see the value
of comparing scripture with scripture.

I am the truth
I am the vine

Introduction
The best commentary on the Bible is the
Bible itself. Almost every Bible published
today has commentary notes included. These
are not God’s comments, they are man’s. Are
they good? Accurate? Correct? Well, some
are and some aren’t. The only way to find out is to see what the Bible has to say.
Commentators, pastors, teachers, etc. all can be mistaken. The Bible says, “Thy Word is Truth”
(John 17:17). Romans 3:4, “…let God be true and every man a liar.”

Introduction
The best commentary on the Bible is the Bible itself. Almost every Bible published today
has commentary notes included. These are not God’s comments, they are man’s. Are they
good? Accurate? Correct? Well, some are and some aren’t. The only way to find out is to see
what the Bible has to say. Commentators, pastors, teachers, etc. all can be mistaken. The
Bible says, “Thy Word is Truth” (John 17:17). Romans 3:4, “…let God be true and every man a
liar.”

Lesson
1.

“The Bible is its own commentary.” Easy to say, but is it easy to do? If you have the
desire to know and the discipline to read God’s word, then you can be successful in
getting God’s interpretation. 2Peter 1:20-21 explains that no part of God’s word ”…is of
any private interpretation.” Why is this? Because v21 records that God’s words were not
written “by the will of man,” but instead, by “holy men of God…as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.” These men were instruments of God. His word came not by men, but
through men. Therefore, we must be careful not to approach God’s word as just a man,
but rather, as a man ready to be taught by God through His Holy Spirit.

2.

Proverbs 30:5-6 states that “Every word of God is pure.” It won’t stay pure if you add
YOUR interpretation! And, if you do add your interpretation (add to the word of God),
then verse 6 says you will be found a liar!
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It is important one allows God to do the talking. When it comes to scripture, whenever
one is guided by his own opinions (thoughts), he is headed for trouble.

4.

a)

Isaiah 55:8 - God's thoughts our not our thoughts nor are our ways God's ways.

b)

Rom 11:33 - In fact, God’s ways are past finding out!

How can we make sure it is God’s interpretation and not ours?
Compare scripture with scripture.

5.

1Corinthians 2:9-14 - The Holy Spirit gives us correct understanding by us comparing
'spiritual things with spiritual.'
a)

Isaiah 28:9-13 – The Bible is learned by comparing scripture with scripture and
by allowing the Bible to define itself.

b)

Read Job 41 – What or who is this leviathan? Let’s compare scripture with
scripture
i)

Isaiah 27:1 - We learn the following:
Leviathan will be punished by the Lord
Leviathan is called a piercing serpent
Leviathan is called a crooked serpent
Leviathan is called a dragon
Leviathan will be slain

ii)

Genesis 3:1 - We know the following:
Satan is called a serpent.

iii)

Revelation 12:7-9 - We learn the following:
There is a war in heaven between Michael and his angels and the great
dragon.
The great dragon is called an old serpent.
The great dragon is called the devil.
The great dragon is called Satan.

iv)

Our conclusion from comparing scripture with scripture? Leviathan is
Satan. This should bring new light to Job 41.
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Revelation 1:16, 2:16, 19:15,21 – What is this about a sword in someone’s
mouth?

6.

i)

Ephesians 6:11-17 – The word of God is defined as a sword.

ii)

Hebrews 4:12 - The Bible is compared to a two-edged sword.

iii)

By comparing scripture with scripture we learn the Bible is a sword.

Psalms 22
We know by comparing scripture with scripture Psalm 22 is a picture of the crucifixion of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

7.

The impact of 2Peter 1:17-21 is understood when comparing with Matthew 17:1-9.
The written word of God is more sure than the audible voice of God!

NOTES
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Guideline 7: Every Word
God has chosen every event and every individual word in the Bible for a specific
purpose.
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see how the
individual words and events of the Bible are exactly
what God desired.

I may be small,
but I’m important

Introduction
Authors can spend hours writing and re-writing
chapters, paragraphs, and even sentences trying to
find just the right word to convey just the right
thought. After all, one word can mean life or death!
For example, “We the jury, find the defendant guilty.”
So they forgot a little three-letter word, “NOT!” No
one cares about that little word more than the defendant does!

“Thou shalt have no
other Gods before me.”

In a sense, we are in a similar position. We have been pronounced GUILTY by penalty of death
because of sin. However, a pardon has been offered to us. All we need to do is to accept this
pardon. This may sound simple enough, however, there are those who twist the terms of the
acceptance of this pardon. God has made it clear in the Bible the terms (e.g. Romans 10:9).
Changing one word can make a difference.
Our salvation is not the only thing spoken of in the Bible. God has given us an instruction book
on how to live a life pleasing to Him. There are an endless number of promises, teachings,
examples, etc. provided to us by our Heavenly Father. Changing one word in any of these texts
can void what God intended.
One must be careful to keep God’s word as He preserved it.

Lesson
1) John 21:24-25 – These verses reveal to us that Jesus performed so many more things that
if they were all recorded, the world would not be able to contain all the books.
2) John 20:30 – The same thought is conveyed in this verse.
3) John 20:31 – So why did God record the events He did? So you and I and everyone else
would believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God; and that believing you might have life
through His Son.
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4) These verses ought to drive home the point that God chose specific events to record in His
word in order to convey exactly what He intended. This should cause us to stop and
contemplate what we are reading.
5) God went beyond just choosing the events, however. God chose the words he wanted, as
well. Note the following verses:
a) Proverbs 30:5 - All of God’s words are pure.
b) Psalms 12:6-7 – Again, we see here that God’s words are pure words. It says that God
will preserve them forever. (What good is inspiration without preservation?)
c) Psalm 119:140 – Not only is God’s word pure, it is very pure.
d) Proverbs 8:8
6) Also, God inserted a warning to those who might want to change His word.
a) Revelation 22:18-19 In this portion of scripture God warns individuals not to add or to
take away from His word.
b) Just so we don’t think this verse applies only to the book of Revelation, read the next two
verses:
Proverbs 30:5-6
Deuteronomy 4:2
c) So there you have it! God gave the warning in the beginning, middle, and end of His
word just so you wouldn’t miss it!
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7) Matthew 5:18 God is so sure every minute detail of His word he states that every jot and
tittle will be fulfilled.
a) Psalm 119:73 A jot (translated from the Greek) is the smallest letter in the Hebrew
alphabet.
b) Psalm 119:25,153 A tittle is the difference between a daleth at verse 25 and a resh at
verse 153. It is the little horn-like projection on the daleth at verse 25.
8) Many of today’s pulpits emphasize the thoughts, not the words of God. But Matthew 24:35
says that Heaven and Earth shall pas away, but my WORDS shall not pass away.
9) Now let’s look at some specific words that help to identify and to establish context and
doctrine. This guideline usually is rendered useless when using different versions. I can’t
help that. We will be using the previous guideline, Compare Scripture with Scripture, to
establish the significance of various words and phrases.
10) Jesus Christ
a) The Lord Jesus Christ is likened unto many things in scripture. There is one phrase,
however, that unmistakably identifies Christ.
b) Malachi 4:1-2 Christ is called the Sun of Righteousness
c) John 1:4-9 Christ is called the true light that shineth unto all men.
d) Psalm 84:11 The Lord God is called a sun and a shield.
e) Luke 1:76-79 Christ gives light to them that sit in darkness.
f)

Luke 2:32 He is to be a light to the Gentiles.

g) Revelation 22:16 Christ is called the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and
morning star.
h) 2Peter 1:19 Christ, the light, is called the day star.
i)

Isaiah 14:12 In some Bibles, one might believe that this ‘son of the morning’ that fell
from heaven was Christ based on all the previous verses. However, someone took
away from God’s word. If you have a complete Bible, then you know that Lucifer is the
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one who is being referenced. We all know who Lucifer is. Guess whose happy about
this word being taken out of God’s word?
11) The 2nd Coming of Christ
a) Write down some of the ways the 2nd coming of Christ is described by reading the
following verses:
i)

Matthew 24:29-31 Those days, Sun darkened, Son of man coming with clouds,
trumpet, wind, etc.

ii) Mark 13:24-27 same as above
iii) Luke 21:25-28 same as above, 'Nations'
iv) Revelation 6:12-13 great earthquake, sun becomes black, moon becomes
blood, etc.
v) Revelation 8:1-8 Trumpets, fire, thundering, lightning, etc.
b) Now that we know some of the characteristics of the 2nd coming, let’s search the
scriptures and draw some parallels.
i)

Joel 2:1-11
(1) V1 An important phrase will begin to stand out as you read this passage. The
phrase is “the Day of the Lord."
(2) V2 It is a day of darkness, gloominess, and clouds.
(3) V3 Compare with Revelation 8:7-8
(4) V4 Compare with Revelation 19:11
(5) V10 Compare with Matthew 24:29, Revelation 8, and Revelation 6:12-13
(6) V11 Compare with Revelation 6:17

ii) Joel 2:28-32

(V31) Compare with Revelation 6:12-13

iii) Zechariah 12
(1) V3 'In that day' Refers to the 2nd Coming.
(2) V4 Compare with Revelation 6:8
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(3) V6 Compare with Revelation 8
(4) V8 Compare with Revelation 12:13-17
(5) V9 Compare with Matthew 25:31-46 (Judgement of Nations)
iv) Zechariah 13,14 (After 2nd coming into Millenium)
c) The phrases “The day of the Lord”, “In those days”, “That day”, “The day”, etc. refer to
the events surrounding the 2nd coming. Therefore, when you read the Old Testament
and when you read verses where these phrases are used, then it is likely the doctrinal
context is the 2nd coming of the Lord.
12) Word studies help to bring about the truths embedded into God’s word. Again, however,
various versions dismantle these embedded truths. Look at the following examples:
a) “Integrity” in Job occurs four times and teaches a great truth about self-righteousness.
b) “Apply” – The word “apply” is found four times in the Bible and unlocks a great truth
about how we should apply our lives.
c) “Leaven” – Matthew 16:6-12 Jesus teaches us that ‘Leaven’ is a type of bad doctrine.
There are 5 types of bad doctrine defined in God’s word based on the study of ‘Leaven.’
Scripture

Leaven of…

Luke 12:1
Mat 16:1-12
Mar 8:15
1Co 5:1-8
Gal 5:1-9
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Some Key Words and Phrases
Key Word or Phrase
The Day of the Lord
Those days, That day, The day
The Day of Christ

Meaning
2nd Coming of the Lord
Rapture of the Church

Remnant

Israel in the Tribulation

Virgin
Virgins

The Church
144,000 Witnesses

Three days

The resurrection

Without a cause

Jesus Christ

Woman in Travail

Israel in Tribulation

Verses
See above
Jeremiah 31:33, 33:15-16, 50:4
Philippians 1:1-6,10; 2:16
2Thessalonians 2:1-5
1Thessalonians 5:1-11
1Corinthians 1:8, 5:5
2Corinthians 1:14
Romans 9:27-28; 11:1-5
Revelation 12
Isaiah 10:20-23; 11:10-16
Ezekiel 14:12-13
2Corinthians 11:1-3
Revelation 14:4
Matthew 25:1-13
John 2:18-22
Matthew 12:40
John 15:25
Psalm 35:1-5, 69:4, 109:1-5
1Thessalonians 5:3
Jeremiah 13:21; 22:23

There are many others, but I will leave them for God to show you!

NOTES
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Guideline 8: Dual Reference
Never base a doctrine or teaching
on one scripture only.
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see how God requires two
witnesses to substantiate His doctrines and teachings.

Introduction
Our court system is set up to make sure someone is not
convicted wrongly. The laws of our land guarantee us a trial
by a jury of our peers. The jury must decide the guilt or
innocence of a suspected criminal based upon evidence presented by the
defendant and prosecutor.
Our laws are not far from God’s laws. There were certain cities designated as ‘cities of refuge’
in the Old Testament. These cities were ‘safety zones’ for accused criminals until the accused
could be brought before the accusers and guilt could be determined by a certain number of
‘guilty’ votes.
We can use this system of checks to validate doctrinal teaching in churches, as well. In other
words, if a church is going to promote a doctrine, then there had better be at least a second
occurrence of the doctrine or teaching purporting the same thing.

Lesson
1) Matthew 18:15-20 God’s number of validation is a minimum of ______. One witness is
never enough to confirm truth.
a) Numbers 35:30
b) Deuteronomy 17:6-7
c) 2Corinthians 13:1
d) Titus 3:10
2) Examples of this principle in action.
a) Genesis 41:14-32
b) 1Kings 21:1-10
3) A _________ does not count as an occurrence. Never base a ________ off a ________.
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a) 1Corinthians 15:29 Some denominations and religions teach that you can baptize the
dead or for the dead. Some believe you can help the dead get to heaven by paying
money or penance.
i)

Violation #1 – This verse is a ____________.

ii) Violation #2 – Those who use this verse to ________ the dead take it out of
___________. The context deals with ____ responding to those who don’t
________ in the _________________. Those who held this belief were baptizing
the dead…Paul was questioning their practice based upon their belief. He was not
validating their practice.
iii) Violation #3 – You will not find another verse in the Bible that comes close to
teaching the same thing.
iv) Violation #4 – If you could redeem the dead through baptism, then Psalm 49:6-8,
Job 36:18, Ephesians 2:8-9, etc. would be contradicted.
4) Some denominations use Acts 2:38 to prove baptism is essential for ___________ because
you become _____________ through this act. One must establish the context and compare
scripture with scripture to interpret this verse properly.
a) To whom was this verse written? ______________
b) What was the context of the discussion? ___________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
c) Whose baptism was being preached? __________________. How do we know this?
i)

Compare scripture with scripture: Mark 1:4 and Luke 3:3

d) How does one receive remission of sins today?
i)

Matthew 26:28 – Note this is after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ

ii) Luke 24:47 – In the mouths of two or three….
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iii) Acts 10:43 – Updated verse in Acts…remember, Acts is a __________ book;
transitioning from God dealing with the ___________ to God dealing with the
_____________.
iv) Romans 3:25 – Paul confirms this ___________ of the remission of sins for the
________.

NOTES

1/98

43

Seek Ye Series

Bible Basics – The Guidelines

NOTES

1/98

44

Seek Ye Series

Bible Basics – The Guidelines

45

Guideline 9: Similitudes
God uses similitudes (types and pictures) to teach us His word and His ways.

Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see how God uses
similitudes (types and pictures) to teach us His word
and His ways.

Introduction
One of the best ways to teach people anything is
using illustrations, or pictures. Obviously, God knows
this and has embedded types and pictures within his
word to teach us the deeper things. God uses types
to bring about a further or more in-depth understanding to a
person, principle, or event.



The existence and teaching of types, typology, can be a controversial issue. Many people
accuse those who use typology as taking too much liberty with God’s word. In other words, they
say you are “reading too much into God’s word.” In some cases, I believe this is true. There
are those who go too far with types.
One must be careful in applying typology. Here are some general rules:
 Never try to take a type too far. In other words, if someone is a type of Christ, then the
general events (not every little detail) surrounding this someone’s life can characterize
certain aspects of Christ’s life.
 Types help to substantiate existing doctrine; never to form new doctrine.
 All the other guidelines of Bible study must be adhered to closely.
 Never violate clear teachings of scripture with typology.
This lesson will focus on some obvious types within the Bible.

Lesson
1) Hosea 12:10 – God uses similitudes to help us learn His word.
2) There are two key words that God uses to establish a type: 'As' and 'Like.'
3) Matthew 24:36-39 – The days of Noah picture the 2nd coming of Christ
a) The key word used is 'As.'
b) The tribulation is a time of judgement on Israel and mankind.
c) The flood was a time of judgement on mankind.
1/98

Seek Ye Series

Bible Basics – The Guidelines

46

d) V38 Everything seemed fine until Noah entered into the ark. Everything will seem fine
when the tribulation starts.
e) V39 The righteous were preserved through the judgement and the unrighteous were
taken away during the flood. It will be the same during the tribulation.
f)

Genesis 6:12 The earth was totally wicked in the eyes of God right before brining
judgement on the earth. The earth now, with similar activities is very wicked in the eyes
of God.

g) Genesis 9:9 God establishes a new covenant with Noah after the flood. God will
establish a new covenant with Israel after the tribulation (Jeremiah 31:31-33)
h) Genesis 5:24 (This one’s for all those who don’t believe in a pre-tribulation rapture)
Noah and his family picture Israel.
The flood pictures the tribulation.
There is an amazing event that happens before Noah’s flood: Enoch was translated (cp
Heb. 11:5)
Enoch pictures the church, raptured out before the tribulation!
4) Matthew 12:38-41 - Jonah is a type of Christ
a) Just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of
man be three days and three nights in the belly of the earth.
b) Don’t forget the context of Jesus’ statements. An evil and adulteress generation sought
after a sign. The people wanted to see a sign from Jesus before they would believe.
Many people today desire the same thing.
c) God says here that the only sign they were going to get was just like the prophet Jonah.
d) What did Jonas do after being urped up by the whale? He preached unto Nineveh. He
didn’t do any SIGNS!!! Wake up, have faith, and believe God’s WORD because that’s
all your gonna get! (Don’t forget 1Corinthians 1:22)
e)
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5) Genesis 37-50 – Joseph is a type of Christ
Attribute

Joseph

Christ

Genesis 37:3

Matthew 3:17; 17:5

Genesis 37:13-14

Matthew 15:24

Both were not received by their brethren

Genesis 37:18

John 1:11

Both were sold by their brethren

Genesis 37:28

Luke 22:1-6

Both were accused and condemned unjustly

Genesis 38:11-20

Luke 23

Joseph was ‘buried’ in a prison, so was Jesus
in the Tomb of Joseph
Joseph was resurrected from prison and
exalted to sit with Pharaoh on his throne, so
Jesus was resurrected and exalted to sit on His
Father’s throne
Joseph on the throne became the dispenser of
bread to starving Egypt, so Jesus on His
father’s throne is the ‘Bread of Life’ for a
perishing world.
After Joseph was exalted he got a Gentile
bride, so Jesus will get a Gentile bride, the
Church
After Joseph got his bride, his brethren came to
him for help, after Jesus gets his bride, the
church, his brethren will turn to Him for help
during the tribulation.
Joseph knew his brethren the first time they
came to him, but they did not know him. Jesus
knew His brethren when He came the first time,
but they did not know Him…they crucified him.
Joseph made himself known to his brethren
when they came the 2nd time. The Jews will
recognize Jesus when He comes the 2nd time.
Joseph establishes his brethren and their
families in the ‘land of Goshen” Jesus will reestablish the Jews in the Land of Palestine.

Genesis 38:21-23

Luke 23:50-56

Genesis 41:40

Mark 16:19

Genesis 41:55-57

John 6:51

Genesis 41:45

Ephesians 5:32
2Corinthians 11:1-3

Genesis 42:3

Rapture of church prior
to the tribulation

Genesis 42:8

Matthew 27:42

Genesis 45:1-4

Revelation 11, 14

Genesis 47:11-12

Revelation 21

Both were beloved of his father
Both were sent unto their brethren
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Guideline 10: God’s Creation
God manifests himself and teaches us about spiritual things through his
creations.
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see how God manifests
himself and teaches us about spiritual things through the
things that He creates.

Introduction
This lesson resembles that of ‘Similitudes.’ While the
guideline ‘Similitudes’ deals with God comparing one
thing to another within scripture, ‘God’s Creation’ deals
with God manifesting himself through his literal creation.
Another excellent way to explain something to someone
is to give him or her a physical example or real-life comparison. For example, if I desired to
explain to someone the concept of a broken relationship, then I might take a perfectly good
piece of clay pottery and break it right in front of them. I could liken the pottery to a relationship.
At first, the pottery (relationship) would be solid and pure; but, after I broke it, the pottery
(relationship) would be useless until repaired or restored. The confidence in the pottery
(relationship) would be shaky until proven solid again. If the pottery (relationship) is broken
again, then the process continues. However, after too many times, the pottery (relationship)
may become so damaged, it may never be repaired.
God used His physical creations to manifest himself and to illustrate spiritual truths to us.

Lesson
1) Romans 1:20: The invisible things of God are seen clearly through the things that God has
created In other words, God has manifested Himself in His creations. God is a 3-fold entity:
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
a) God created man in His own image. God is a three-fold entity and so is man. Man
consists of a body, soul, and spirit.
b) Earth. The earth consists of land, air, and sea.
c) All matter can exist in one of only three states: solid, liquid, and gas.
d) Even the United States has tried to tap this three-fold manifestation. Our government is
divided into three branches: executive, judicial, and legislative.
e) Look at the Bible itself:
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The Old Testament

ii) The New Testament
iii) Jesus Christ, the word incarnate.
f)

God has used many physical things to teach us our new life in Christ is forever secure,
no matter what we do! It is permanent.
i)

1 John 5:13 – One of the reasons God has written what He has in the bible is so we
may know we have eternal life; not so we can hope guess, or to be pretty sure. God
has made sure we can know we have eternal life.

ii) John 6:37 – God likens our relationship to Him as a son to a father who loves us
perfectly and will never cast us out of His family.
iii) John 10:27-29 – God describes our relationship in Him as a sheep under the care of
a shepherd and so secure that no one can take us out of His care.
iv) Ephesians 1:12-13 – God likens our relationship with Him as something that is
seated with the Holy Spirit.
v) Ephesians 2:8-9 – God likens our relationship with Him to a gift. Something that was
given to us; not because of something we did, but because of our acceptance of His
gift. Since there is no work we can do to earn this gift, there is no work we can do or
not do to lose the gift.
vi) John 3:1-7 – God likens our relationship with Him to a newborn baby. The
implications of this picture are hard to refute. Once born, there is no way to become
unborn. A person always will be the biological offspring of their physical father and
mother. He or she may become someone else’s child through adoption. but that
won’t change their biological parents, just their maternal and paternal parents and
inheritance. We were born into Satan's family, but have been adopted/born again
into God’s family (Romans 8:14-17). Satan will be our ‘physical’ father until we die
(that is why we continue to sin), but God will be our spiritual Father forever.
1/98

Seek Ye Series

Bible Basics – The Guidelines

51

vii) Colossians 2:10-12 – Finally, God likens our new birth to a circumcision. Again, an
irreversible act!
g) The moon provides a picture of a Christian. Notice the following similarities:
The moon gets its light from the sun.
The moon is the light of the night.
The moon disappears when the sun rises in the
morning
When we have a solar eclipse, the sun is blocked
out because the moon gets between the earth and
the sun
When we have a lunar eclipse, the moon does not
receive the light of the sun because the earth gets
between the moon and the sun.

The Christian gets his or her light from the Sun,
Jesus Christ
The Christian is the light of the world during this
age of ‘darkness’
The Christian will disappear at the rapture with our
‘sun of the morning’
When a Christian puts himself first, instead of
Christ, he hides Christ, the light, from those around
him, the world
When a Christian allows the world to become first
in his life, the light of Christ is blocked.

The correlation of God’s manifestation within His creations is infinite and teaches about God
and the invisible things of God.
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Guideline 11: Consistency
Never Forget the Consistency of the Bible.
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to see examples of the
consistency God has built into His word.

Introduction
Another way to facilitate learning is to keep things
consistent. A little variety is OK, but there must exist a
thread of consistency for one to learn. God has built
consistency in His word over and over again. Our God
is a consistent God. He is consistent on how He uses
words and phrases, how He used events, and how He
deals with the sin of mankind.
This lesson will illustrate how God’s consistency is useful in learning how future events of the
Bible will take place and how to interpret various portions of scripture.

Lesson
1) Hebrews 13:8 – According to this scripture, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
tomorrow (forever.)
2) Malachi 3:6 – Again, God states that He does not change.
3) James 1:17 – There is no variation in the way God works.
4) The previous verses assure us God is not going to pull any punches. He does what He
says, and He says what he does. This can be seen through all the prophecies contained
within His word.
5) There are at least 48 prophecies concerning the 1st coming of Christ written by 20 different
authors over a period from 1200 to 400 BC across six different countries. Every single
prophecy came to pass during Christ’s life. The probability of this happening has been
calculated to be 10157. That’s 10,000,000,000…. With 147 more ‘zeros’ behind it!
6) Deuteronomy 18:22 – States that the true test of a prophet is if 100% of His prophecies
come to pass. If the prophecies in the Bible do not come to pass, then the Bible is not
God’s word!
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7) Another way that consistency is established is by studying the way God does something.
For example:
a) God seems always to use a minority when trying to accomplish something.
b) Judges 7:1-8 – God made sure Gideon’s army did not outnumber the Midianites.
Gideon started out with 32,000 and ended up with 300 after God sifted out the ones He
wanted. God did this to cause Gideon’s army to be the minority in order to show God’s
presence and power.
c) Judges 16:27 – Samson is outnumbered 3,000 to one.
d) 1Samual 17 – David and Goliath is another example where God used a minority.
e) Deuteronomy 7:7 – Ever wondered why God chose the nation of Israel? Obviously
because He loved their fathers (Deuteronomy 4:37; 10:15), but also because they were
the fewest of all people. God’s consistency is obvious.
8) God’s consistency also can help us interpret His word. Note the following key in
understanding the book of Revelation:
a) When reading the book of Revelation, one might notice some repetition of events. This
repetition is not the reoccurrence of those events, but the same events repeated Why
are some of the events repeated? Apply God’s consistency to figure it out.
b) The book of Revelation deals with the 2nd coming of Christ. Where do we read about
Christ’s first coming?
c) There are four accounts of Christ’s 1st coming: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
d) If God is consistent, and He is, then wouldn’t it make sense there would be ______
accounts of His 2nd coming? There are! Revelation contains four accounts of Christ’s
2nd coming.
i)

1st account:

Revelation 5-6

ii) 2nd account

Revelation 7-11

iii) 3rd account

Revelation 12-14

iv) 4th account

Revelation 15-19
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9) Note the similarities between His 1st and 2nd coming:
1st Coming
The nation of Israel was in their homeland
Rome was in power
Israel was in apostasy
There was a forerunner (John the Baptist)
There was one universal language (Greek)

2nd Coming
The nation of Israel will be in their homeland
Rome will be in power
Israel will be in apostasy
There is a forerunner (2 witnesses)
There will be one universal language (English)

The list goes on and on.
10) Consistency is evident and God will never violate it. It is an invaluable tool in putting the
Bible together.

NOTES
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Miscellaneous Guidelines
These guidelines are principles that do not need a
whole section devoted to them.
Objective
The purpose of this lesson is to learn of various other guidelines to follow when studying God’s
word.

Lesson
1) Literal (Guideline 12):
Always take the Bible literal
until it is impossible to do so.
a) God almost always tells
you when scripture is not to
be taken literal. In Matthew,
you’ll notice that parables
are called parables if they
are one…that’s not so tough. One doesn’t have the right to call something recorded in
scripture a story, a picture, an allegory, or something other than a literal account, just
because it doesn’t go along with one’s beliefs or doesn’t seem believable.
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b) Some find it hard to believe the following accounts:
i)

7 days of creation.

ii) Adam and Eve.
iii) Noah's Flood.
iv) Methuselah, the man who lived to be 969 years old.
v) Jesus feeding the 5,000 with the fish and bread.
vi) Luke 16:19-31 is called a ‘parable’ by many scholars today.

2) Law of First Mention (Guideline 13): Note – our world changes, God’s doesn’t!

1st said, “Hot = High Temperature”

Hot =

4th said, “Hot = Cool”

H
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perat
m
e
i gh T

e

2nd said, “Hot = Stolen”

3rd said, “Hot = Nice”

When God uses a term or describes an event for the first time in the Bible, the term or event
is held constant throughout the rest of the Bible.
a) Innocent bloodshed was used to make atonement for Adam and Eve’s sin. Innocent
blood has been used ever since.
b)

Satan’s mode of operation: (Genesis 3) Satan still operates the same way today!

c)

‘Sons of God’ – This term is used in the Old Testament to refer to Angels…ALWAYS!

d)

‘Beguiled’ is a term that carries a consistent connotation

e) When consistency is seemingly broken, look for a truth…Days of creation and
pronouncement of ‘good.’
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3) Numerology (Guideline 14):
Numbers play an important role in unlocking
the truth in God’s word. However, take care
not to take it too far!

1
12

#
1
2

Meaning
Union
Division

3

Godhead, Trinity

4
5

Earth
Death

6
7

Man
Perfect Number

8

New Beginnings

9

Fruit Bearing

10

Gentiles

12
40

Israel
Judgement/Testing

4

59

3
2

References
Gen 2:24, Eph 5:31; 4:3-6, Mar 6:7 (2 as 1)
Gen 1:14-18, Gen 2:21-22, OT vs. NT, Israel divided into two
parts,
1Jo 5:7, Isa 48:16-17, Mat 3:16-17; 28:19, Joh 1:32-34, Acts 2:3233
Isa 11:12, Rev 7:1, Acts 11:5
Gen 5:5 (first mention of someone actually dying), 2Sam 2:23;
3:27; 4:6, 1Sam 17:40, After Lucifer(7) fell, his name was
changed to Satan(5), devil (5), beast(5) all pointing to death(5)
Revelation 13:18
Gen 2:3, Josh 6:4-15, Rev 1-3 (7 churches, angels, etc.), Three
angels named in scripture (Michael(7), Lucifer(7), Gabriel(7)),
Lev 23; 25:1-7
1Pe 3:19-20 (Earth started again after flood with 8 souls),
Luke 2:21 (circumcision always on day 8 for Jews)/Col 2:10-12
Genesis 9:1-9 (Noah told to be fruitful), 1Co 12 – 9 gifts listed,
Gal 5:22-23 – 9 fruits of the spirit
Dan 2:31-45 (10 toes represent Gentile nations), Genesis 10 (1 st
Gentile kingdom is established), Acts 10 (Gospel officially taken to
gentiles), Romans 10 deals expressly with Gentiles
Too easy
Noah’s flood, Israel wanders in the wilderness, Exodus 24:18,
1Kings 19:8, Jesus in the wilderness 40 days/nights,
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4) Maturity (Guideline 15): When reading a passage you do not understand,
you must never violate the principles of Bible study. God may not be ready
to reveal it to you.
a) John 16:12 – Jesus told His disciples there were many other things He
needed to tell them but they were not ready or mature enough to handle
those words yet.
b) John 6:47-66 – Don’t become discouraged or disgruntled with God. Be patient and
keep reading. There are those that will turn away or give up but, God does not desire
this.

5) Truth (Guideline 16): Always give the Bible the benefit of the doubt.
a) There are no contradictions, only apparent contradictions,
in the Bible. Key: What are you looking for?
Contradiction or Harmon?
b) There are numerous examples
i)

The genealogies of Jesus in Matthew and Luke are
different.

Matthew 1:1-17
Genealogy through Joseph
Christ’s Legal and Regal genealogy
Gives Christ the right to reign (runs through
Solomon)
Christ’s Royal lineage

Luke 3:23-38
Genealogy through Mary
Christ’s physical and supernatural genealogy
Gives Christ the right to redeem
Christ’s natural lineage

ii) Matthew 27:9 – states that a prophecy spoken by Jeremiah, the prophet, had just
been fulfilled. However, you find the prophecy recorded in Zechariah 11:12-13 and
nowhere in Jeremiah. Some claim this is an error, but it is not. The Bible does not
say Jeremiah recorded the prophecy; but instead, just that he had spoken the
prophecy. Thus, Zechariah recorded what Jeremiah had spoken.
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iii) Compare Matthew 8:28 with Mark 5:1-2 (gergesenes is the same as gadarenes).
Matthew states there are two possessed with devils coming out of the tombs while
Mark records only one. Why the discrepancy? There is no discrepancy Just
because Mark doesn’t say there are two doesn’t mean there aren’t. Matthew records
a more complete record. Mark recorded enough to make his point. (see also Mat
20:30/Mark 10:46, Mat 21:2/Mark 11:2)
iv) Compare 2Samuel 24:1-2 with 1Chronicles 21:1-2. Who moved David to take a
census? God did through Satan.
v) Does Proverbs 26:4 contradict Proverbs 26:5? No, there are two ways to answer a
fools question.
vi) Compare Acts 9:7 with Acts 22:9. Did those with Saul (Paul) at his conversion hear
a voice, or not? These verses seem to contradict one another. The answer is that
they heard a voice but not the words of the voice. (Compare with John 8:25-29.)
d) One could go on and on with apparent contradictions. The fact of the matter is that no
one has EVER proved one solitary contradiction in God’s word, not one! Some apparent
contradictions take a while to explain, but most don’t want to expend the effort to figure
them out.
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Conclusion
The previous guidelines outlined should be used to read and to study God’s word. These
guidelines are by no means exhaustive; however, they provide a substantive foundation for
future growth and maturity. As with any tool, one must practice using them to become
proficient. Studying God’s word does not come easy for most. It can be a chore and Satan
would have it no other way.
God used these guidelines in my life to light a fire; a fire that seemed unquenchable, insatiable.
These guidelines served as keys to unlock God’s word in my life. However, I had to use the
keys to enter His unsearchable depths.
God will bless those who seek Him diligently. I feel God has blessed me richly because of my
sincere desire to know Him, His Son, and His Word. May God bless you richly through your
sincere desire to know Him through a relationship with His Son and a hunger for His
word.
And Remember to:

2Timothy 2:15 (KJV-1611)
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